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Wheel Chair?  Power Chair ?  Scooter ?  Lift Chair ? 

You CAN try it before you buy it . . . and you should. 
 

Your body is hinting that you need one.  Your doctor has been hinting that you need one.  But 

where do you buy it?  How do you buy it?  Will Medicare cover it?  Will your medical insurance pay 

for it?  How can you get it in your car?  All of these questions require a reputable dealer –  

one that will be by your side during the entire process. 
 

     With the new Medicare changes in effect (http://www.papolionetwork.org/irs-medicare-and-

social-security-information.html ) these answers are more and more difficult to understand.  

Unfortunately, most ‘dealers’ do not carry any inventory.  When you call them, they will ask about 

your insurance company, diagnosis, weight, height, etc.  Then?  Whala !  They deliver.  Here’s the 

problem – that piece of equipment may or may not be correct for you.  It may or may not even be 

comfortable.  Upper body weakness?  The controls may or may not be on your stronger side.  

Meanwhile, they’ve left it at your home. 
 

     If your doctor is a physiatrist (phys-EYE-a-trist -A rehabilitation doc that does a medical 

residency learning to help people thrive with their disabilities) who is educated in the area of PPS 

you are one step ahead of the game.  That doc along with your physical/occupational therapist will 

be very specific in terms of your needs.  If not?  Don’t despair.  That’s where a reputable dealer can 

help. 
 

First?  Think through, very carefully, what you think you need and why you think you need it. Will 

you be using it only in the house?  Will you want to be outside in it?  Does your house have a 

ramp?  Will you want it to be portable?  What limits do you have (in terms of strength) to break 

down your new ‘wheels’ to put it in the car?  If you are not able to break it down, can your car 

‘handle’ a lift?   

Second?  Do you have one side more affected by your PPS than the other?  Keep this in mind.  This 

equipment is available with the controls (steering and seat) on either side. 

Third?  Let your doctor / physical therapist help you decide if your goals are realistic.  You may 

like the scooter, and think it’s great.  Your doctor/PT needs to help you understand if that scooter 

works or if a power chair “fits the bill” for you in a better way.  Be open minded.   

Fourth? Find a dealer in your area that has inventory on hand, that will let you try different 

products.  (We have found 3 in the Bucks/Montgomery County area).  Don’t be afraid to talk to the 

dealer about what you’ve discovered in your thought process about what you need.  The key is to 

realize that your body has certain requirements simply because of your physical limitations.  The 

other key, equally important, is that truth as to how you want to use it.   
 

     Things are changing rapidly in the world of this equipment – and he/she will know what’s 

available.  5 years ago, only scooters were available in light models that were easily broken down.  

Now?  There are power chairs “to go” as well. 

 

http://www.papolionetwork.org/irs-medicare-and-social-security-information.html
http://www.papolionetwork.org/irs-medicare-and-social-security-information.html
http://www.papolionetwork.org/irs-medicare-and-social-security-information.html
http://www.papolionetwork.org/irs-medicare-and-social-security-information.html
http://www.papolionetwork.org/irs-medicare-and-social-security-information.html
http://www.papolionetwork.org/irs-medicare-and-social-security-information.html
http://www.papolionetwork.org/irs-medicare-and-social-security-information.html
http://www.papolionetwork.org/irs-medicare-and-social-security-information.html
http://www.papolionetwork.org/irs-medicare-and-social-security-information.html
http://www.papolionetwork.org/irs-medicare-and-social-security-information.html
http://www.papolionetwork.org/irs-medicare-and-social-security-information.html
http://www.papolionetwork.org/irs-medicare-and-social-security-information.html


     You will only realize disappointment if your ‘goal’ is to be able to go shopping on your own; your 

new ‘wheels’ don’t break down, and you cannot get them in and out of your car.   

     You will only realize disappointment if you plan to use them in the house,  and they/it cannot get 

into your bedroom or the seat is too low to reach your kitchen sink; or of greater importance – your 

coffee pot!  

     You will only realize disappointment if you purchase that brand new lift chair, and it doesn’t fit in 

the location you planned on. 
 

  Without question – when this equipment is purchased and installed 

  carefully and correctly,  it is the true definition of freedom. 
 

 

  

*Physiatry – check out http://www.papolionetwork.org/our-providers.html 

  (What is Physiatry – How can it help me ?). 
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