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Vaccines Work – A New Twist to an Old Message

From the Four Survivors and the entire PA. Polio Network Team

Before its eradication in the U.S., polio affected millions. We are just four of them.

After founding the Pennsylvania Polio Survivors Network, we are reminded every day, 

working with polio survivors all over the US and abroad, of the fear that existed before this 

terrible virus met its match in Jonas Salk’s famous vaccine. Now diagnosed with post-polio 

syndrome (PPS), we do not see ourselves as a victims of this disease.

In spite of permanent paralysis, leg braces and wheelchairs, we are thriving. We are 

survivors and we are determined. We are determined to support others in the fight - for each 

other, for those who still face polio across the globe, and for any child who is vulnerable. We 

understand, firsthand, that no child should suffer from a vaccine-preventable disease. The 

pain and disability can last a lifetime.

We know that no parent wants to harm their child, yet we’ve learned that many parents in 

the US are “vaccine-hesitant” because they have never personally seen the effects of these 

terrible diseases. We also understand how easy it is to end up taking in significant amounts of 

skewed statistics and misinformation about vaccines from the internet. These two things added 

together are a fearful combination.

There was a time, not so long ago, when millions of Americans, especially children, had no 

readily available defense against invisible and life-threatening illnesses. Now, the World Health 

Organization (WHO) has declared “Vaccine Hesitancy — the reluctance or refusal to vaccinate 

despite the availability of vaccines” among the Top Ten Global Health Threats. That, along with 

the return of both measles and mumps this year in such large numbers, is personal for us, as 

the U.S. was declared as being measles “eliminated” by the WHO in 2000. (That status is now 

questionable). 

With all of this happening around us, how do we help parents see the truth as to how 

permanent and disabling these diseases can be? How do we turn our passion into something 

meaningful?  We want to use our passion to share this truth with education - by creating a 

resource for credible immunization information.

The Pa. Polio Survivors Network is 

partnering together with the Rotary Clubs in

PA on a project to print and distribute 

Vaccine Information Cards. 

Through our hospitals and pediatricians, 

we are making this easy resource available 

to every new parent in our state. On the 

back, it has easily accessed links to phone 

numbers and websites to credible vaccine 

information. 

Our message that brings forward Rotary 

International’s focus on disease prevention

is simple, positive and evidence-based: 

Vaccines Work.

https://www.papolionetwork.org/our-network-team.html
https://www.papolionetwork.org/
https://www.papolionetwork.org/what-is-post-polio-syndrome.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/ten-threats-to-global-health-in-2019
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/09/13/us-could-lose-measles-free-status-if-outbreak-continues-new-york/2300281001/
https://www.papolionetwork.org/vaccine-information-card.html
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes
https://www.papolionetwork.org/vaccine-information-card.html

